OPCAB surgery in a cirrhotic hepatocellular carcinoma patient awaiting liver transplant.
Cirrhosis was once thought of as an absolute contraindication to cardiac surgery with the risk of liver decompensation following the use of cardiopulmonary bypass. With the advent of off-pump coronary artery bypass grafting, the possibility of reducing the risk of decompensation may make this type of surgery suitable for patients who will eventually undergo orthotopic liver transplantation. We present the strategy used in a patient with multifocal hepatocellular carcinoma and cirrhosis who underwent coronary artery bypass grafts for unstable angina, in order to allow him to undergo liver transplantation at a future date.